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B H{:mE 1 Relational Approaches to
Political Culture, Discourse, and Discursive
Strategies] (to be held in English)

This panel consists of three presentations that
aim to offer relational explanations for political
culture, discourse and discursive strategies
through the cases of Uganda, Palestine and
Turkey respectively.

The first presentation on Uganda’s political
culture details how a revolutionary regime may
coerce their citizenry, influence the state
institutions/organs into submission and set taboos
and agenda on fundamentally everything they find
likely challenging to their legitimacy. It then
seeks to demonstrate how the line between the
definition of a revolutionary regime and state
functions is extremely faint. When power is a
result of military capture, the power-holders still
believe in their military philosophy. the paper
then argues that participatory political activities in
Uganda remain a matter of mere publicity through
rhetorical democratic practice. The intention here
is not to emphasize the almighty notion of
military and militarism in explaining regime
consolidation. On the contrary, military rule or
militarism cannot succeed devoid of other
supporting causalities.

The next presentation analyzes the discourse on
heroism in the Palestinian struggle through the
issue of political prisoners. Israel’s long-held
practice of arbitrary arrests and imprisonment of
Palestinian youth constitutes one of the main tools
of control over Palestinian social life. The
presentation examines how such concepts as
“heroism” and “victory” are used in the context of
prisoners’ release, hunger strikes, or a birth of the
child of the imprisoned detainees, and what they
embody. It seeks to show that these traditional
concepts today represent reclamation of life under
the carceral system, and that these sensibilities are
co-constituting a wider Palestinian grassroots
activism seeking to restore the struggle against the
post-Oslo settler colonial reality.

The final presentation deals with the identity
building strategies employed by the Islamist
political parties in Turkey. Interpretations on the
principle of secularism and the role of religion in
the political sphere remains a major contentious
field in Turkish political life. In an effort to better
understand the relationship between secularism
and religiously oriented parties in the context of
Turkish experience, this presentation aims to
examine how political Islamists in Turkey have

constructed the image of the secular elite in

building their political identity and how this

construction has evolved through time and

different political parties.

Chair: Yasuyuki Matsunaga (Tokyo

University of Foreign Studies)

Presentations:

lan Karusigarira (GRIPS) “Repression in a
Revolutionary Matrix: Explaining the
Revolutionary Culture in Uganda”

Makiko Nambu (Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies) “Political Imprisonment and
Discourse on Heroism in Palestine”

Esma Ozkan (Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies) “Secularism and Discursive
Strategies of Political Islam in Turkey”

Discussants:

Keiko Sakai (Chiba University)

Aiko Nishikida (Keio University)
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